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August 7, 2008

Garalyn Tomas, President

Ohio State Association of Nurse Anesthetists
32540 Oakhurst Drive

North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039

Dear President Tomas:

I appreciate you meeting with us last week to review questions related 1o the CRNA
scope of practice. To reiterate, we discussed information the Board reccived indicating
that the Ohio State Association of Nurse Anesthetists (OSANA) had advised a nursing
administrator that CRNAs were legally authorized to write orders for medications for
registered nurses or licensed practical nurses to administer. The purpose of the meeting
was to discuss our coneern that the information conveyed by OSANA was not consistent
with the Nurse Practice Act.

During our meeting, you maintained that the writing of medication otders, including
controlled substances, is within the suthorized scope of CRNA practice, and that such
prescribing occurs frequently during the course of the CRNA's practice. You
summarized your position by suggesting that Section 4723.43(B), Ohio Revised Code
(ORC), authorizes this prescribing as a "clinical support function."

While Section 4723.43 (B), ORC, states that the CRNA "may administer anesthesia and
perform . . . clinical support functions," the language does not suthorize the CRNA to
order other individuals to administer medications. In addition, even if "clinical support
functons” is read to include the administration of medication, the language clearly states
that it is the CRNA, not a third party, that "may perform with supervision . . . clinical
support functions." Because this language authorizes the CRNA to administer
medications, rather than direct another party 1o administer medications, a CRNA is not
required to obtain a certificate to prescribe in order to provide the anesthesia care
described above. Section 4723.44, ORC, prohibits any advanced practice nurse that does

not hold a current, valid certificate to prescribe from prescribing drugs or therapeutic
devices.

Pleasc be advised that Board staff will respond to inquiries concerning 8 CRNA's
authorization to writc orders for medications consistent with the position taken in this
correspondence, i.e., that this practice is prohibited under Ohio law. As a result, we
would respectfully request that OSANA also convey this information to your
membership.

In addition, I appreciate being made aware following our meeting of an e-mail exchange
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